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Three of the twenty African Bishops with an Apostolic Delegate 


We have had the joy of establishing the hierarchy in 
many countries and of raising many African priests to the 
fullness of the priesthood, in conformity with the “ultimate 
purpose” of missionary labor, which is “to firmly and perma- 
nently establish the Church among new peoples.” 


(Encyclical “Evangelu Praecones’’) 


AFRICA, Volume XII, Number 12, is edited and published bi-monthly with ecclesiastical approbation by the 
Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters). Office of Publication: White Sisters, 319 Middlesex 
Ave., Metuchen, New Jersey. Annual subscription, $1.00. Entered as second class matter December 15, 1931, 
at the Post Office of Metuchen, New Jersey, under the act of March 3, 1879. 
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THE CHURCH IN AFRICA 


AS SEEN BY OUR HOLY FATHER 
Extracts from FIDEI DONUM (The Gift of Faith) 


nsion of the Church Al 
; ar Eo ‘ 
a wml ( 
The FAITH introduces us to 


the secret mysteries of the divine 
life. In it are founded all our 
hopes, and even in this earthly 
life it strengthens and reinforces 
the bond of the Christian com- 
munity, as the Apostle said:“One 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptism” 
(Eph, 4:5). It is the gift par ex- 
cellence which places on our lips 
the hymn of gratitude: “What 
shall I render to the Lord for all 
the things that He hath rendered 
to me!” (Ps. 115:12) 
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i over tne ast ecades 1s a reason 
Ecclesiastical districts have been 
has increased considerably and 


What will we offer to the Lord 
in exchange for this divine gift 
other than the homage of the 
spirit, if not our zeal to diffuse 
among men the splendor of divine 
truth? The missionary spirit, ani- 
mated by the fire of Charity, is 
in some way the first answer to 
our gratefulness toward God, in 
communicating to our brothers the 
faith which we have received. 

May it be God’s will that fol- 
lowing Our appeal, the missionary 
spirit may inflame all the faithful! 
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It has seemed necessary to Us 
to turn your attention to Africa 
today, in the hour in which she is 
being opened up to the life of 
the modern world, and passing 
through what may prove to be the 
most serious years of her millena- 
ry destiny. 

Nevertheless, the greatness of 
the accomplished task could not 
make one forget that “the work 
which remains to be done requires 
an immense effort and innumera- 
ble workers” (ibid). At a time 
when the establishment of the 
hierarchy might erroneously lead 
one to believe that the missionary 
activity is at a point of termina- 
tion, more than ever the “care of 
all the churches” (11 Cor. 11: 28) 
of the vast African continent fills 
Our soul with anxiety. 


The general conditions under 
which the work of the Church in 
Africa is carried out .. . are diffi- 
cult. The greater part of these ter- 
ritories are going through a phase 
of social, economic and _ political 
evolution which is full of conse- 
quences for the future. 

We know that atheistic mate- 
rialism has spread its virus of di- 
vision, unfortunately, throughout 
various regions of Africa, stirring 
up passions, making peoples and 
races rise against one another, 
making use of real difficulties to 
seduce minds with easy mirages or 
to sow rebellion in hearts. 

You know particularly of the 
easy attraction exercised upon a 
great number of minds by a reli- 
gious concept of life which, even 
calling strongly upon divinity, at- 
tracts none the less its followers 
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T he 
growing, but it will not be able to take 
~omplete 


African clergy is undoubtedly 


charge of the management of 


its own dioceses for many years 
to a way of life which is not that 
of Jesus Christ, the only Savior 
of all people. As a Father Our 
heart is open to all men of good 
will. But, being the Vicar of Him 
who is the Way, the Truth and the 
Life, We cannot consider a like 
state of affairs without great sor- 
row. 

There is cause for serious con- 
cern for the Catholic future of 
Africa in this. Specifically, will the 
sons of the Church understand 


their obligation to help more effec- 
tively and in due time the mis- 
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sionaries of the Gospel to an- 
nounce the saving truth to about 
85 millions of Africans of the 
black race who are still attached 
to pagan beliefs? 

At the moment when new struc- 
tures are being sought — while 
some run the risk of abandoning 
themselves to the false seductions 
of a technical civilization — the 
Church has the duty to offer to 
them, in the greatest measure pos- 
sible, the substantial riches of her 
doctrine and her life as animators 
of a Christian social order. Any 
delay would be full of serious con- 
sequences. 

The Africans who are traversing 
in a few decades the stages of an 
evolution which the Western world 
achieved in the course of several 
centuries, are more easily upset 
and seduced by the scientific and 
technical teaching which is being 
given to them, as well as by the 
materialistic influences to which 
they are subjected. 

It is necessary, as of now, to 
give pastors of souls the means of 
action proportionate to the im- 
portance and urgency of the pres- 
ent circumstances. Now, except for 
rare exceptions, these means of 
missionary action are still inferior 
in comparison to the task that 
needs to be done. Although this 
lack is unfortunately not proper to 
Africa alone, it is strongly felt 
there because of circumstances. 

In recently established missions, 
for example, founded sometimes 
only about ten years ago, there 
can be no hope for a long time for 
a notable help from local clergy. 
And the too few missionaries scat- 


tered over vast territories—where 
other non-Catholic confessions are 
also working—can no longer meet 
all the requests. 


In one particular place there are 
40 priests for almost a million 
souls, among whom there are only 
25,000 converts. In another place 
there are 50 priests for a popula- 
tion of two million inhabitants, 
while 60,000 faithful would be 
enough to absorb all the time of 
the missionaries. 

Upon reading these figures, a 
Christian heart cannot remain in- 
different. Twenty more priests in a 
particular region would make it 
possible to plant the cross there 
today, while tomorrow this same 
land, worked by other workers 
than those of the Lord, will have 
probably become impervious to 
the true faith. 

Furthermore it does not suffice 
alone to announce the Gospel. In 
the social and political crisis which 
Africa is undergoing, it is necessa- 
ry quickly to form a select group 
of Christians in the midst of a 
still neophyte people. But to what 
proportions will the number of 
missionaries have to grow in order 
to enable them to perform this 
task of personal formation of con- 
sciences! 

To such a scarcity of men there 
is almost always added, besides, a 
lack of means which at times 


borders on extreme poverty. Who 
will give these new missions, gen- 
erally situated in poor regions 
that nevertheless are important 
for the future of evangelization, 
the generous help which they so 
urgently need? 
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Colleges must be founded and 
Christian teachings in various de- 
grees must be propagated. Life 
must be given to social action or- 
ganizations which animate the 
work of select groups of Christians 
in the service of civic society. The 
Catholic press must be developed 
in all its forms. 

Above all, attention must be 
given to the growing development 
of Catholic Action and to the sat- 
isfaction of the religious and cul- 
tural needs of a generation which, 
deprived of sufficient food, might 
be exposed to the danger of going 
outside the Church to seek nour- 
ishment. 

Well then, in order to take on 
these different tasks, the pastors 
of souls need not only greater 
means, but also, and above all, col- 
laborators prepared for these more 
diverse and therefore more diff- 
cult ministries. 

Even the very progress of the 
missions poses a new difficulty for 
the Church in certain territories. 
In fact, the success of evangeliza- 
tion requires a proportionate in- 
crease in the number of apostles, 
if one does not want to compro- 
mise this magnificent develop- 
ment. Missionary Congregations 
are now being solicited from every 
side, and the insufficiency of voca- 
tions prohibits them from fulfill- 
ing so many requests. 

THE COOPERATION OF 

THE ENTIRE CHURCH 

These conditions of the aposto- 
late, which We have described in 
bold strokes, clearly show that the 
problems of Africa are no longer 
a limited and local matter that 
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can be resolved at leisure little by 
little, and independently of the 
general life of the Christian world. 

“The missionary spirit and the 
Catholic spirit, We have said be- 
fore, are one and the same thing. 
Catholicity is an essential note of 
the true Church. This is so to such 
an extent that a Christian is not 
truly faithful and devoted to the 
Church if he is not equally at- 
tached and devoted to her univer- 
sality, desiring that she take root 
and flourish in all parts of the 
earth.” (Radio Message—Christ- 
mas 1946) 


TRIPLE MISSIONARY 
DUTY 

Missionary from her very ori- 
gins, the Holy Mother Church has 
not ceased to accomplish the work 
in which she could not fail, to ad- 
dress to her faithful the triple in- 
Vitation to prayer, to generosity 
and to some the gift of themselves. 
The missions of today, especially 
those of Africa, still expect this 
triple assistance from the Catho- 
lic world. 

Therefore, We desire in the first 
place that more prayers be said 
for this intention and that they be 
said with more enlightened fervor. 

But is not the most excellent 
form of prayer, perhaps, that 
which Christ, Supreme Priest, ad- 
dresses to the Father on the altars 
on which He renews His redeem- 
ing sacrifice? In these years which 
are probably decisive for the fu- 
ture of Catholicism in many coun- 
tries, let us multiply Masses cele- 
brated for the intentions of the 
missions. These are the intentions 
of Our Lord Himself, who loves 


WL" /- ze 


ey 2 fo! 9 Sai roe as ae ees "=. a a ee eae mee See ce” ee 
eI ae SS -.. ies es : 4 cr b 2 a ee es : 
r Bets 7 b oes ze oN ae Se: eae %: ier ‘be eae A ote, Bee. cele 
i 3 - “Tae nae re eee Sib Ss ao eae a Tad tig eka 
: = sa Bacar Uae aE Se ieee Na io a ania ee Nia ae i Sle i=, eh en eee 
: 7 ) 
: r te ate ie tbe Bice 2X eae he ae ea. 
eo eer ee ge i gee ee ae ae Read ‘seiner eye 2 
: We anes 2 ere ¥ > ay aie Ansett Per ie Ri Ze Pipedee toe ye heeaapien: 5 
Z : 5 ives cee eee Fin cg ene = ae Sega ee. SNe ed | ae 
‘ - pees * ae ae Soph fhe i SARI i cs 3 ‘eee a Say ae ee 
3 oe age: } Ba eee eee ne ye gees.) SN oS Wi ae) Se 


His Church and would have her 
extended to and flourishing in 
every place on earth. 

Pray therefore beloved children; 
pray still more. Bear in mind the 
immense spiritual needs of so 
many people who are still so far 
from the true faith or who are 
so much deprived of help to per- 
severe in it. Turn to the heavenly 
Father and, with Jesus, repeat the 
prayer which has been that of 
apostolic workers of every time: 
“hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven!” 

But would a prayer for the mis- 
sionary Church be sincere if it 


were not accompanied, as much as 
possible, by a gesture of generos- 
ity? Certainly more than all others 


Ina rs chagal stg pray “Hallowed a Thy Pe ag Kingdom come.’ 


We know the inextinguishable 
charity of Our children, We who 
constantly receive moving and 


multiple testimonies of it. We 
know, thanks to their generosity, 
the marvelous progress of evan- 
gelization that has been able to 
take place since the beginning of 
the century. 

We wish here to thank Our be- 
loved sons and daughters who ded- 
icate themselves to the service of 
the missions by various works, in- 
spired by an industrious charity. 
We wish to render special homage 
to those who, in pontifical mis- 
sionary organizations, consecrate 
themselves to the task—at times 
thankless but so very noble — of 
extending their hand in the name 
of the Church in favor of the 
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young Christian communities, 
which are her pride and her hope. 

Our Apostolic Office makes it a 
duty for Us to tell you that these 
gifts, received with so much grati- 
tude, are unfortunately far from 
sufficient for the growing needs of 
the missionary apostolate. We 
continuously receive anxious ap- 
peals from pastors who see the 
good to be done, the evil that 
needs urgently to be removed, the 
necessary buildings that must be 
constructed, the organizations that 
must be founded. Our suffering is 
great at not being able to give 
more than a partial and inade- 
quate response to such legitimate 
requests. 

We are not unaware of the 
hardness of the present times and 
of the difficulties encountered by 
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to me if I do not 


preach the Gospel 


(1Cor.1X,16 


the ancient dioceses of Europe or 
America. But, if figures were 
quoted, one would immediately 
see that their poverty is relative 
compared with the misery of 


others. 
The Church in Africa, as in 
every other mission _ territory, 


lacks apostles. . .A Christian com- 
munity which gives its sons and 
daughters to the Church cannot 
die. And if it is true that the su- 
pernatural life is a life of charity 
and grows with the giving of one’s 
self, it can be asserted that the 
Catholic vitality of a nation is 
measured by the sacrifices it is 
capable of making for the mis- 
sionary cause. 

Even though the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of Africa have been 
the occasion for this encyclical let- 
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ter, We do not want to end it 
without turning Our eyes once 
more to the totality of the Cath- 
olic missions. 

To you again — missionaries, 
priests of the local clergy, religious 
men and women, seminarians, cat- 
echists, lay militants, all apostles 
of Jesus Christ in no matter what 
distant or unknown place you may 
be—We renew Our expression of 
gratitude and hope. 

Invoking, therefore, upon the 
Catholic missions the double pa- 
tronage of St. Francis Xavier and 
St. Theresa of the Child Jesus, 
the protection of the holy martyrs 
and especially the powerful and 
maternal intercession of Mary, 
Queen of Apostles, We address 
once more to the Church the im- 


perious and victorious invitation 
of her Divine Founder “Put out 
into the deep” (Luke 5:4). 

Confident that all Catholics will 
respond to Our appeal with such 
an ardent generosity that, through 
the grace of God, the missions will 
finally be able to bring the light of 
Christianity and the progress of 
civilization to the confines of the 
earth, We grant to you, Venerable 
Brethren, your faithful and to 
each and all of the heralds of the 
Gospel who are so dear to Us, 
with all Our heart, Our Apostolic 
Benediction as a pledge of Our 
paternal benevolence and of heav- 
enly favors. 

Given at Rome at St. Peter’s on 
the feast of the Resurrection of 
Our Lord, April 21, 1957. 


“Teach us, Nurse us, Love us.” 
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The Origin of Man 


By Atspert Wyckaert, W.F. 


A singular twist given by African legends to the story of man’s origin, his 
tirst state of undisturbed happiness, his fall from God’s favor and his 


punishment. 


The Africans of the high pla- 
teaux of Ufipa (Tanganyika Ter- 
ritory) have faithfully kept their 
old traditions of the origin of 
man down through the ages. It 
is amazing how closely this re- 
sembles the biblical version of the 
story of Adam and Eve, of their 
state of happiness in the begin- 
ning, of their fall and of their 
punishment. Since the arrival of 
the missionaries and the conver- 


Handed down from father to son these tales were the favorite subjects of the 
old story tellers . . . 
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sion of the people to Christianity, 
many Africans feel more and more 
embarrassed about these legends 
and they do not like to tell them. 
It is unfortunate that this should 
be so for there is a store of wealth 
in this African folk-lore, so deeply 
religious at least in its origin. 
The four tribes of the Wafipa, 
the Wanambwe, the Waroumgou, 
and the Wamyika all agree that 
the first man and woman fell down 
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from heaven. It was Leza (God) 
who sent them down to earth in 
this way. 

The Wanambwe, a_ pastoral 
people, hold that a cow fell with 
them. They will still show the im- 
print of the foot of the first man 
and that of the hoof of the first 
cow imbedded in a stone in the 
district. The Wafipa, who are 
farmers, say that when the first 
couple came down from heaven, 
all sorts of seeds for the ground 
were in their hair. The Wamyika, 
being great hunters, believe that a 
little dog of reddish color accom- 
panied the first man. This last 
tribe has even kept the names of 
their first parents. The man was 


~ 


ve ‘fc 


«? 


. and the roaming troubadors who sang of the woes that befell their people 
since the beginning of time. 


called Mkanakoufa,—he who does 
not want to die—the woman, Kao 
—she who remains. Leza gave 
them these names and it was only 
afterwards that they understood 
the significance. 

Mkanakoufa and his wife Kao, 
who of course did not hurt them- 
selves in their fall, immediately 
began to examine the wonderful 
sights they saw around them. Af- 
ter seeing a thousand and one 
things they felt the first pangs of 
hunger. “What shall we eat?” 
asked Kao. The question was 
hardly asked when a millet plant, 
as high as a man, grew up in 
front of her and then spoke to her. 
“If you are hungry, woman, it 
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Thus men must sow ... 


can easily be arranged. Take one 
of my ears, take off one grain, 
grind it into flour, add one bean, 
cover the whole thing with a leaf 
and this evening you will see.” 

Kao did all this as she was di- 
rected. She plucked one ear, took 
one grain, ground it, covered it 
and then went off with her hus- 
band. In the evening she returned 
and, wonder of wonders, the pinch 
of flour had become an appetizing 
dish and the bean a delicious thick 
soup. And this is the way the first 
man and woman had their food 
every day. 

Mkanakoufa, happier than a 
king, was also as innocent as a 
child. After the birth of a first 
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son, Mtanji, whose origin was for 
him most mysterious, he soon saw 
his family increasing rapidly. 

But this happy state was not to 
last. There came the fall from in- 
nocence of both man and woman. 
The sin of the woman was fol- 
lowed by a light punishment, that 
of work; but the sin of the man 
brought death into the world. 

The children of Mkanakoufa 
and Kao in time reached the age 
for founding their own homes. The 
eldest daughter, who ate the food 
provided for the children each 
day, never for a moment consid- 
ered where this food came from, 
or how it was prepared. But now 
her mother told her the wonderful 
secret. “Now, my daughter, pay 
close attention to what I am tell- 
ing you. Do you see this bush 
here? You will pluck one ear and 
one only: you will take off one 
grain and one only. Then you 
must grind this on the stone and 
put the flour on the plate. Then 
add one bean, just one. Cover the 
whole thing with a leaf and in the 
evening you will find your food all 
ready to be eaten. Remember this 
well and do exactly as I have told 
you.” Then Kao went off. 

When she had gone, her daugh- 
ter began to laugh at what she 
considered a huge joke. “One 
grain,” she said to herself, “one 
bean and we will have enough to 
eat! Mother is certainly trying to 
fool me.” So saying, she went for 
a basket and cleaned the wonder- 
ful millet plant of all its ears of 
grain. Then she ground the whole 
thing into flour. Proud of her 
work, she next filled a large dish 
with the flour, put in a generous 
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handful of beans and covered it 
over as she was told to do. “This 
evening we shall certainly have 
enough to eat.” 

Kao was the first to come in 
when meal time grew near. She 
uncovered the dish. The flour was 
there, all beautifully white. The 
beans were well mixed with it— 
but the important thing, the trans- 
formation had not taken place. 
“Woe to us,” she cried in anguish, 
“our happiness is over. Daughter, 
you have been disobedient, you 
have ruined everything. Now we 
must work. We will have to clear 
the land, sow the seeds, build 
barns; for from now on we shall 
have to have a full basket of millet 
and a large handful of beans every 
day.” Thus it was that mankind 
was forced to work for its food. 

In the beginning Leza had told 
Mkanakoufa, “I shall take care of 
your health and that of your chil- 
dren. Do not go looking for use- 
less medicines, otherwise you will 
die the death.” Mkanakoufa took 
this for granted—as long as every- 
thing went well. But then one day. 
one of his children fell dangerous- 
ly ill. The poor man did not know 
what to do. On the one hand there 
was the solemn order he had re- 
ceived from Leza; on the other 
hand he wanted to help his son. 
Suddenly his eyes fell on the ant- 
hill the industrious ants had been 
building and which had intrigued 
him for some time. “There must 
be something underneath, perhaps 
some wonderful medicine for my 
son,” he said to himself. He began 
to dig and went down very deep. 
He found some slender roots, some 
white ant cells, some black bees- 


wax. Taking a little of everything 
he mixed them together, preparing 
a drink which he gave to his son. 

Immediately Leza appeared to 
him and said in a terrible voice: 
“Since you have not believed in 
my promise, and because you have 
sought for the forbidden medicine, 
from now on you will suffer all 
sorts of sickness and you and your 
children will die.” Mkanakoufa 
(the immortal) bowed his head in 
shame and confusion without real- 
ly understanding what these last 
words meant. 

Shortly after this, twins were 
born to Kao. One day a few years 
later, one of the twins said to 
Mkanakoufa, “Father, let me have 
vour lance.” Without any thought 


. and the women grind. 
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of the danger he did so. But while 
they were playing this boy threw 
his lance at his twin brother, pierc- 
ing his throat. He fell to the 
ground, bleeding terribly. After a 
few minutes he stopped breathing; 
his eyes became fixed in a horrible 
stare. What was this terrible 
thing? The brother, terrified now 
at what he had done called his 
mother. Kao came, saw her son so 
rigid and tried to wake him from 
this strange sleep. She called to 
him, shook him, even roughly, but 
to no avail. Then Kao’s tears, the 
first tears ever to be shed, fell on 
the still-warm body of her son. 
Mkanakoufa, seeing this terrible 
scene remembered the sentence of 
Leza. “I understand now,” he said. 
“This is death. How great must 
have been my sin.” 

Mtanji was the consolation of 
this first family on the earth. He 


The Giraffe is the National emblem of 
Tanganyika 


was brave, cheerful, and a won- 
derful helper to his father. But 
above all else he destroyed Zimwi. 

Zimwi was a terrible monster, 
much like a huge crocodile but 
with a pair of wings. Although he 
could have anything he wanted to 
eat, as he was the sworn enemy 
of man, he would simply take 
what Mkanakoufa or one of his 
sons had caught. 

One day Mtanji said to his fa- 
ther, “Tomorrow when we go to 
examine our traps, I will fight 
Zimwi.” When they did find an 
antelope the next day, as was ex- 
pected Zimwi was soon upon 
them. “Back,” cried Mtanji, “this 
forest is ours. Leza gave it to us 
and you shall not trouble us any 
more. Go back to where you be- 
long.” This bold front did not 
trouble Zimwi and he simply swal- 
lowed the imprudent youth alive. 
But Mtanki, still alive inside the 
dragon with both his ax and 
lance, quickly began to rain blows 
on vital organs. Before long Zimwi 
was stretched out dead. 

Mtanji, the conqueror, returned 
to his family in triumph. 

How are we to take these 
strange African legends on man, 
his origin, his first state of happi- 
ness, his fall and punishment? I 
will leave it to my readers to make 
their own conclusions. My only 
desire now is to set down these 
old traditions, handed down from 
generation to generation, happy in 
the thought that in such a place 
and after so many long centuries, 
we find such a parallel to one of 
the most powerful dramas the 
world has ever known. 
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WITCHDOCTOR 


versus 


High in the Pare Hills in the 
southeast of Moshi, in Tanganyi- 
ka, a witchdoctor approached the 
spot where a Catholic school was 
being erected. His aim was to of- 
fer a pagan sacrifice in the place 
and thereby prevent the mission- 
ary from ever returning there 
again. He felt confident because, 
as it is said, he performed the 
ceremony on other occasions to 
prevent white men from coming 
into the area and due to some 
unfortunate circumstances they 
never came. 

The rites were performed, but 
the news was carried back to Fa- 
ther John Walsh, C.S. Sp. who 
was then at a mission some miles 
away. It was reported to him that 
not only had the sacrifice been 
offered, but that the workers, all 
of whom are non-Catholic, had 
stopped work on the school to see 
if the ceremony would actually 
prevent the missionary from re- 
turning to this new out-Mission 
or not. ; 

At first opportunity the Holy 


MISSIONARY 


Ghost Father set out for the 
Mamba country in the Pare Hills 
to prove to the People that the 
pagan rites had been in vain. His 
intention was to offer up the sac- 
rifice of the Mass on the school 
plot. However, due to an extra- 
neous cause, Father Walsh upon 
reaching the spot became deathly 
sick and could not offer Mass. 
Two days later he was still sick 
and was afraid that the pagans 
would take advantage of the coin- 
cidence to bolster the efficiency of 
their witchcraft. Unless he could 
conquer the sickness it might look 
as if the odds were beginning to 
favor the witchdoctor. The course 
of action left to the missionary 
was to go in search of a doctor. 
Luckily a doctor was found and 
the missionary quickly cured. He 
returned immediately to the school 
plot and this time he was able to 
offer Mass. Once the workers saw 
that the missionary had been able 
to offer Mass on the plot, they 
resumed their task of erecting the 


school. Fides 


OUR FRONT COVER 


Enclosed in her mother’s arms, little Mtimama 
enjoys a temporal security . . . but your prayers, 
your sacrifices can obtain for her eternal security 
in the enfolding arms of Mother Church. 
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BLESSINGS 


. . . ‘for bebold I bring you good tidings of great 
joy that shall be to all people.” 


While wishing our Subscribers the Season’s 
richest blessings, 2,000 White Sisters call to mind 
the incomparable grace bestowed on us by our 
GIFT OF FAITH, and in thanksgiving for this 
: blessing repeat our Holy Father’s triple invitation 
to all Christians to: 


PRAYER 


GENEROSITY ... and to some 


THE GIFT OF THEMSELVES, 


that all of the 200,000,000 souls in Africa might | 
one day know, love and serve GOD and render | 
Him thanks for HIS ETERNAL GIFT to the 
world. 
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By Sr. Anne ve Beaupre, W.S 


It was in 1868, when the Great 
Lakes of the interior of Africa 
had hardly been discovered, that 
Cardinal Lavigerie took posses- 
sion of the Episcopal Chair of Al- 
giers. He knew that south of the 
Desert all of Central Africa was 
to be won for Christ. However, it 
was not until ten years later on 
the 21st of April, 1878, that ten 
White Fathers embarked to begin 
their apostolate in the interior of 
Africa. 

Their journey — and what a 
journey — lasted fifteen months. 

Five Fathers were destined to 
found a mission in Uganda, and 
the other four — Father Pascal 
who had been named the Apos- 
tolic Delegate died of fever en- 
route 
Tanganyika. 


18 


ene ae 


a "a 
— —— 


At that time all the borders of 
Tanganyika were under the con- 
trol of Arabs, who in 1817, con- 
quered Zanzibar under Sultan 
Said Seid, the grandfather of Said 
Bargache, and since that date had 
penetrated farther and farther into 
the interior. Their weapons and 
intelligence made it easy for them 
to dominate the inhabitants. Com- 
merce was theirs and the boats 
that dotted the lakes dealt profit- 
ably in exchanging clothes and 
other articles for ivory and slaves. 

Thanks to letters obtained from 
Said Bargache the White Fathers 
were well received and treated 
kindly by the Moslems. But to 
uncover the vice and excesses of 
the times and locality, it was only 
necessary for the Missionaries to 
visit the slave markets to witness 
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today. 


Photo: Information Service, Dar-es-Salaam 


openly all the cruelty and im- 
morality that existed among them. 
THE PURSUIT OF HUMAN 
CARGO 

“The subject does not permit 
exaggeration”, wrote Livingstone, 
“it simply would be impossible to 
overstate the excess of cruelty 
practiced by slave dealers.” And 
Cardinal Lavigerie deploring this 
outrage against humanity related 
in his anti-slave campaign 
throughout Europe, “Whole vil- 
lages were surrounded under the 
cover of night and the fleeing in- 
habitants ensnared after the straw 
roofs of their huts were set ablaze 
by flaming torches. The captives 
were chained together and dragged 
60 to 80 miles to the nearest slave 
market. It ‘is estimated 400,000 
were captured a year and forced 


under the whip of their oppressors 
until many fell from exhaustion.” 

“I have seen,” wrote Cameron 
to Cardinal Lavigerie, “Slaves 
doubled up with pain and misery 
in Arab dhows, covered with open 
wounds and sores, dying of hunger 
and thirst, the dead still chained 
to the living and small pox ram- 
pant among them.” 

It was not until 1894 after a 
series of battles that this disgrace- 
ful traffic was brought to an end 
and peace and liberty restored. 
The apostolate was to be _ per- 
mitted a period of prosperity and 
achievement. 

Tanganyika, the most plagued 
by slave traders and where the de- 
cisive battle was finally fought, is 
a land marked by suffering. Even 
the terrain bespeaks poverty and 
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want. When one travels West from 
Dar-es-Salaam, one crosses a des- 
olate desert waste where only an 
occasional dilapidated hut can be 
seen. One gets the feeling that 
death has passed here. 

The inhabitants of the regions 
the Christians of Karema and Us- 
hiromba, missions founded to re- 
ceive the slaves redeemed by the 
White Fathers, are populations 
marked by a century of fear and 
indescribable horrors. 

Therefore, without a doubt, 
this is where one will find the un- 
derlying cause of defections and 
the lack of fervor of some of the 
Christians, as well as the primary 
reason for the backwardness of 
certain tribes. 


CONSIDERING THE 
FUTURE 

Tanganyika on the whole is on 
the march toward a greater prog- 
ress. However, the quickened step 
does not at the same time elimi- 
nate the problems with which the 
country is faced. To pass through 
rapid evolution creates strange 
contrasts which run the risk of 
bringing about compromises that 
are capable of upsetting the equil- 
ibrium of African society. 

EDUCATION 

Most tribes, with only rare ex- 
ceptions, understand the advan- 
tages of advancement and ask to 
receive an education. The time has 
passed when the Missionaries had 
to go about seeking pupils for their 
schools. Catholic schools are full 
and maintain the standards set 
forth by the government. Sumwe, 
to cite only one instance, is a fine 
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example with its hospital and 
school of nursing, the most re- 
nowned in Tanganyika. There is 
also a normal school which has 
students from all the schools of 
the White Sisters in Tanganyika 
Territory. 


But, are the African girls armed 
with a diploma and having more 
or less strong convictions, able to 
resist the backward family envi- 
ronment which will reclaim her 
after she leaves the sheltering por- 
tals that have upheld her? For 
evolution which is necessarily ra- 
pid for the elite has not even 
touched the great masses. The pa- 
gan block, which accounts for 90% 
of the population, maintains all its 
rigor: belief in magic, supersti- 
tion, cult of ancestors, sorcery, and 
occult seances. 

Even more perilous at this time, 
perhaps, are the subversive doc- 
trines that are being infiltrated as 
far as the remote villages in West- 
ern Tanganyika. 


THREAT TO CHRISTIANITY 

“Throughout this area, the In- 
ternational Fides Agency made 
public, “Islamism is developing 
more rapidly than Christianity. 
Indian traders and more especial- 
ly Pakistans are its most zealous 
proponents. They have shops even 
to the farthest corners of the bush, 
and these for the most part, are 
the nucleus of a center of Islam- 
ism.” 

The results are disquieting. In 
the diocese of Tabora there are 
50,000 Moslems to 27,000 Catho- 
lics .. . in that of Kigoma, 35,000 
to 17,000 Catholics. 
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It is to be feared that in the 
near future the Catholic Mission- 
aries will find themselves in the 
midst of a militant campaign, 
united and well organized to 
spread the Moslem faith. In 1954, 
during a pilgrimage in Mecca, 
there was a meeting of the leaders 
of Egypt, Pakistan, and Saudi 
Arabia. They worked out a plan 
of action for the expansion of Is- 
lamism in Africa, explicitly to 
thwart the work of the Christian 
Missionaries. So as not to arouse 
the Western world, the program 
was presented under the cover of 
anti-Communism. 

Will Islamism become the reli- 
gion of the majority in Tangan- 
vika? Alas, priests and Sisters are 
not numerous enough in the Cath- 
olic missions, and consequently 
too overwhelmed with work to 
combat the threat effectively 
yet it is most urgent to found 


many new mission posts. If we 
tarry too long, there is a great risk 
that many groups will be won 
over to Islamism. 

To found new mission posts, 
established others under African 
priests and Sisters, increase the 
number of catechists, strengthen 
and extend the field of Catholic 
Action, to take the lead before it 
is too late . . . is a course of action 
that would be humanly impos- 
sible, if the cause to defend would 
not be that of God Himself. 

The spread of His faith and the 
eternal life of millions of souls is 
at stake. The future, the hope and 
spiritual prosperity of these Afri- 
cans depend on the orientation of 
their evolution. 

At this critical turning point in 
the history of Tanganyika its 
Bishops and Missionaries appeal 
for prayers and sacrifices that the 
Love of God may reign over them. 


The Shopping centre is a popular meeting place for the Moslems. 


Photo: Information Service, Dar-es-Salaam. 
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WHITE SISTERS IN TANGANYIKA 


Taken trom the jottings of Mother Mary of the Snows, Assistant General, 
while she made the visit of our 21 mission posts in Tanganyika. 


SUMWE has numerous projects 
like most of our missions. A 
primary, secondary and normal 
school as well as a hospital com- 
plete with maternity and a school 
of nursing take up most of the 
Sisters’ time. However, visits at 
domicile to the people in the vil- 
lages play an important role in 
winning them for Christ. 

A reason for encouragement is 
to be found in the young Catholic 
chiefs, who are a credit to their 


faith, educated and more advanced 
in civilization. The king, who mar- 
ried one of our students, confides 
to the Sisters his hopes for the 
education and moral guidance of 
his people. 

The Rosary Crusade introduced 
in Africa by Father Peyton was 
the occasion of a spectacular mani- 
festation of faith that drew the at- 
tention of the whole population, 
pagan, Moslem and Hindu alike. 

UKEREWE is an island, 400 
square miles in the South-east 
corner of Lake Victoria. There are 
three mission posts on the Island 
of which Kagunguli has been con- 
fided to the White Sisters since 
1913. Eight Sisters teach in the 
school and the education in sani- 
tation and Catholicism goes on 
without interruption . . . but there 
are still 90,000 to bring into the 
fold. How not beg with heartfelt 
supplication that the Master send 
more laborers into His vineyard. 

KAKONKO, a small bush mis- 
sion, is to be found in Kigoma 
diocese. The people are simple and 
a little backward, but it only 
serves to make them more conge- 
nial. Every Sunday the church is 
full to overflowing. The regular 
and timely visits of the Sisters 
keep their contact alive and ad- 


Time in between Mother plays with 
the children 
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A Study of Anatomy 


vances the work of the missions. 
But the objectives they would like 
to accomplish are so far reaching 
and numerous, that another foun- 
dation would be of the utmost ne- 
cessity. 

KASHOZI — A scholastic en- 
deavor is the keynote at this mis- 
sion with its large boarding school. 
There are 15,000 fervent Catholics 
and retreats for the women are 
held throughout the year as the 
project of a Catholic Action group, 
discreetly controlled by a White 
Father. There is also a postulate 
for African Sisters which is very 
flourishing. 

USHIROMBO, founded in 1890, 
is one of the oldest missions in 
Tanganyika but not the easiest. 
With unflinching courage the mis- 
sionaries work steadfastly for the 
conversion of the people and to 
reclaim those who have strayed. 
At present the whole area is 


completely taken by the Rosary 
Crusade. Catholics — fervent and 
otherwise — show incredible en- 
thusiasm for the recitation of the 
rosary and even the pagans want 
to join in. It will be Our Lady 
herself who will transform this dif- 
ficult mission. The Sisters are con- 
vinced of it. 

TABORA, a large cosmopolitan 
city, covers a considerable area. In 
addition to the usual works, there 
are frequent visits to homes, even 
those of the Moslems. ‘The Sisters 
also visit the government hospital 
every week where they are antici- 
pated with great pleasure. A great 
amount of good can be done in 
visiting the prison. As soon as a 
guard sees the Sisters, the doors 
are thrown wide open to them. 

NDALA is a veritable beehive 
of activity with its grade schools 
and normal school. Many African 
Sisters receive their teaching di- 
plomas. The population of Ndala 
exceeds 30,000 of whom 6,000 are 


Sister and teachers collaborate to pre- 
pare their lessons. 
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Catholic and 2,000 Moslem. How 
we would like to multiply the mis- 
sionaries and the missions! 

KAREMA, a mission that goes 
back to 1885, reminds one of Ka- 
bylia in its setting. The Sisters’ 
convent, the primary, secondary 
and domestic science schools are 
built on a hillside so that it looks 
like a fortress. All around, as far 
as the eye can see, little houses 
dot the landscape. 

CHALA is beautifully situated 
at the base of a mountain and 
overlooks the entire valley. One of 
the works here is the training of 
African Sisters to the religious life. 
The young Congregation has 36 
professed Sisters working in five 
mission posts, 14 novices, 45 pos- 
tulants and over 60 aspirants. 
These for the most part will con- 
tinue their studies until after pro- 
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ing friendships. 


fession when they will go to Ka- 
rema, Ndala, or Sumwe to become 
either nurses or teachers. 

At MWAZYE we found 400 
fervent catechumens preparing for 
Baptism. Coming from villages at 
a great distance from the mission, 
they are cordially received in the 
Catholic families near the mission. 
We assisted at the ceremony of 
their baptism, as well as_ their 
numerous infants. Mwazye is cer- 
tainly one of the most outstanding 
of the missions in Tanganyika 
with its 12,000 exemplary Catho- 
lics. 

USONGA counts 80,000 pagans. 
In the midst of this great mass to 
be converted, a Novitiate of Afri- 
can Sisters radiates fervor and 
love. This Congregation will soon 
have its autonomy. 


At MWANZA the Sisters started 


Such contacts create last- 
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The African Sister whether teacher or nurse is an Angel of mercy to her people. 
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Congratulations for a fin- 
ished product. 
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These novices keep smil- 
ing, though learning to 
embroider is serious. 
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to gather the young educated wo- 
men in the area to continue their 
social, intellectual and _ religious 
training. They are helped in this 
new work by the wives of some of 
the teachers at the mission, who 
are better educated and more ca- 
pable than others. 

My journey through Tanganyi- 


Kigoma. 

UJIJI, the old slave market, 
presents a sombering picture with 
its great Mango trees still in evi- 
dence where the slaves were at- 
tached in waiting to be dragged to 


the market place. The Sisters exert 
a beneficent influence on the 
10,000 Moslems that surround the 
mission. 

KIGOMA is situated at a short 


population of Moslems. A Mosque 
has recently been built facing the 
Cathedral. A school and dispensa- 
ry have a discreet and efficacious 
influence. 

So it was with regret that I had 
to leave the missions of Tangan- 
vika . hard and poor for the 
most part .. . but how captivat- 
4 ! 
ing ! 
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This group of Missionaries for Africa smile happily in anticipation of a blessing 


from Our Holy Father as they enter the Papal Palace in Rome. The missionary 

plane which they boarded in Holland made a short stop in Rome and proceeded 

for Central Africa. Sr. David Marie of Manchester, N.H., is in the group of 
White Sisters and is now stationed at Lubwe. 


THIKA 


A Glance 
Backwards 


By Sister Mary Joun, WS. 


A Golden Jubilee is a time for 
looking backward to trace the 
finger of God at work for a half 
century, and to bless divine Provi- 
dence which wills so often to use 
such weak instruments for the ac- 
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complishing of the marvels of 
grace. 

In 1907 five White Sisters, one 
of whom was Sister St. Guillaume 
who is still with us, arrived here 
at Mangu, as our mission was 
then called. Fifty years ago it was 
a bleak and dreary spot. The fine 
drizzling rain and the cold of Au- 
gust weather on the Kenya high- 
lands 5,000 feet above sea-level, 
seemed uninviting enough. Be- 
sides, this area was almost un- 
inhabited due to a plague, small- 
pox and famine which decimated 
the population and drove away 
the unfortunate remnant. 

A thatched mud house, which 
the Holy Ghost Fathers very 
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kindly had built for them was the 
Sisters’ dwelling. Corn-bread was 
their food. Thus the mission 
started. However the first problem 
was to manage to live. 

The Holy Ghost Fathers, who 
had founded Rogoro Mission three 
miles away the previous year, 
knew of a certain African named 
Hippolyte, a redeemed slave and 
a Catholic who could speak Ki- 
kuyu, Kiswahili and French. This 
precious helper, the Fathers “lent” 
to the Sisters for a year. With his 
assistance and that of a few other 
Africans, whose hope of earning 
money had brought back to this 
deserted spot, farming was started. 

In the midst of this pioneer life, 
the work of the mission was the 
Sisters’ main concern. The work- 
men were taught Christian doc- 
trine, which at first merely inter- 
ested them, without apparently 
giving them the desire to embrace 
Christianity. 

Then in 1909 came the tragic 
death of one of our Sisters. All 
the Africans fled in terror, for it 
was one of their pagan beliefs 
that death in a house would bring 
disaster to all around. That ex- 
plains their seemingly inhuman 
custom, now happily almost a 
thing of the past, of carrying the 
dying out in the bush to die alone 
and become a prey to the hyenas. 

The Sisters thought they would 
have to dig the grave for Sr. Max- 
imilienne. But no, one faithful 
Kikuyu returned, saying he would 
dig the “hole” and then build 
his hut next to her grave. A little 
later he and two others asked to 
be prepared for baptism. From 


that time onwards there has been 
a steady trickle of catechumens 
and now, after the MAU-MAU 
troubles, people are flocking into 


the Church. 


For many years Sister St. Guy. 
resident at Thika since 1909, 
went every day on foot to Rogoro 
to teach the boys and girls at the 
Fathers’ school and to care for the 
sick. Later boarding schools were 
started at Thika and a dispensary 
was set up where at present a 
Sister nurses over 100 patients 
daily. 

This mission has always been 
a House of Providence, a refuge 
for the outcast and poor. African 
girls whose parents wished to 
force them into polygamic mar- 
riages and others in distress fled 
to the Sisters. This work is still 
going on and during the Emer- 
gency several families were har- 


bored from danger of the MAU- 
MAU. 


The last and most forward- 
looking work undertaken by this 
mission is the training of African 
girls for the religious life. With 
African priests and Sisters the 
future of a mission is assured. In 
the half finished Motherhouse of 
this new religious institute there 
are 17 novices and 16 postulants. 
Three White Sisters, whose priv- 
ilege and delicate task it is to 
form these African girls to the 
religious life, some of whom are 
Catholics since only a few years, 
are in charge. What a blessing it 
is to have Our Blessed Lord as 
the Bridegroom of one’s soul and 
to live for Him alone and for the 
redemption of the world. 
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Kabakoumbya lived in a village 
a four hour walk from the mis- 
sion. She was presented by the 


Catechist who taught her the 
rudiments of religion and was 
registered as a catechumen. Her 
delicate appearance indicated tu- 
berculosis, but she bravely at- 
tended the morning catechism 
class. 

One day she was absent, a 
violent coughing spell kept her 
away. The next day as she was 
not at class, a White Father went 
to see her but was told that her 
pagan mother had taken her back 
home. 

Three days passed, and on leav- 
ing the confessional, the Father 
was told by a companion of Kaba- 
koumbya that she was back and 
wanted to see him. 

“Is she better?” Father asked. 

“No, she is dying.” 

Father was greatly surprised 
and inquired how the poor girl was 
able to leave her parents’ home 
and travel to the mission. 

Her friend related that on feel- 
ing her end near, Kabakoumbya 
said to her mother: “I wish to 
return to Boukoumbi to be near 
the mission, that I may be bap- 
tized and die a Catholic.” 

“But you cannot stand,” an- 
swered her mother, “how will you 
get there?” 

“T will ask some men to carry 


? 


“But the porters cost money. 
Give up the idea and die at home.” 

The brave girl would not listen. 
She wished to die at the mission, 
and when the Africans choose, 
they are capable of great heroism. 

The next morning after her 
mother had gone to the potato 
field, Kabakoumbya rallied enough 
to roll up her few belongings in 
a bundle and place it on her head, 
African fashion, and set out for 
the mission. 

She had scarcely left her village 
when neighbors met her and 
asked: “Where are you going?” 

“To Boukoumbi.” 

“You are crazy.” 

Without further parley they took 
her home, in spite of her protesta- 
tions. 

Then her mother, pagan though 
she was, understood that it was 
useless to resist her daughter’s 
desires, and without losing time, 
got two men who rolled the girl in 
a mat and brought her to the mis- 
sion. 

When Father saw her, she was 
so happy to be at the mission 
again, that she seemed better. He 
spoke to her of God and holy bap- 
tism, but did not think the time 
had come for the administration 
of the Sacrament. 

The next day, it was evident 
that Kabakoumbya was dying. 
She was baptized. Now Julita is 
in Heaven. 
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your Christmas joys 


and abundance with 


Christ's little ones 


Your. PRAYERS; So ie 
FICES, your GENEROSITY wouid 
brighten ~ Christmas . for — this 
youngster and for his 66,000 
brothers and sisters. under the 
are of the White Sisters. 


Dear Sisters: 
I enclose $ _....to share my Christmas joys and 
abundance with the Youngsters in Africa. 


Name 
Address 
ae aden sick creel Zone...........: State 
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Help your children 
to help poor children 
throughout the world 


$\ 2 
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Buy HOLY CHILDHOOD 
Christmas seals sold by 


school children for 


neglected little ones in 


non-Christian lands. 
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